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CIRCULAR
September 30, 2010

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS
INTEREST RATE SWAPS ACCEPTABLE FOR THE EXECUTION OF EXCHANGE FOR
RISK (EFR) TRANSACTIONS
AMENDMENT TO APPENDIX 1 OF THE PROCEDURES FOR THE EXECUTION AND
REPORTING OF EXCHANGE FOR PHYSICAL (EFP), EXCHANGE FOR RISK (EFR)
AND SUBSTITUTION OF OTC DERIVATIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR FUTURES
CONTRACTS TRANSACTIONS

The Rules and Policies Committee of Bourse de Montréal Inc. (the “Bourse”) has
approved amendments to the Procedures for the Execution and Reporting of Exchange
for Physical (EFP), Exchange for Risk (EFR) and Substitution of OTC Derivative
Instruments for Futures Contracts Transactions (the “Procedures”) in order to remove the
0.90 or greater correlation coefficient requirement for the execution of EFR transactions
involving interest rate swaps and maintain solely the reasonable correlation requirement
for such transactions.
Comments on the proposed amendments must be submitted within 30 days following the
date of publication of the present, at the latest on October 30, 2010. Please submit your
comments to:
Mr. François Gilbert
Vice-President, Legal Affairs, Derivatives
Bourse de Montréal Inc.
Tour de la Bourse
P.O. Box 61, 800 Victoria Square
Montréal, Quebec H4Z 1A9
E-mail: legal@m-x.ca

Circular no.: 127-2010
Tour de la Bourse
P.O. Box 61, 800 Victoria Square, Montréal, Quebec H4Z 1A9
Telephone: 514 871-2424
Toll-free within Canada and the U.S.A.: 1 800 361-5353
Website: www.m-x.ca

A copy of these comments shall also be forwarded to the Autorité des marchés financiers
(the Autorité) to:
Ms. Anne-Marie Beaudoin
Director – Secretariat of L'Autorité
Autorité des marchés financiers
800 Victoria Square, 22nd Floor
P.O. Box 246, Tour de la Bourse
Montréal (Quebec) H4Z 1G3
E-mail: consultation-en-cours@lautorite.qc.ca

Appendices
For your information, you will find in appendices an analysis document of the proposed
amendments as well as the amended procedures. The implementation date of the
proposed amendments will be determined by the Bourse, in accordance with the selfcertification process as determined by the Derivatives Act (R.S.Q., chapter I-14.01).
Process for Changes to the Rules
The Bourse is authorized to carry on business as an exchange and is recognized as a
self-regulatory organization (SRO) by the Autorité. The Board of Directors of the Bourse
has delegated to the Rules and Policies Committee of the Bourse its powers to approve
and amend the Rules and Procedures. The Rules of the Bourse are submitted to the
Autorité in accordance to the self-certification process as determined by the Derivatives
Act (R.S.Q., chapter I-14.01).
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INTEREST RATE SWAPS ACCEPTABLE FOR THE EXECUTION OF EXCHANGE FOR RISK
(EFR) TRANSACTIONS
AMENDMENT TO APPENDIX 1 OF THE PROCEDURES FOR THE EXECUTION AND
REPORTING OF EXCHANGE FOR PHYSICAL (EFP), EXCHANGE FOR RISK (EFR) AND
SUBSTITUTION OF OTC DERIVATIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR FUTURES CONTRACTS
TRANSACTIONS
Introduction
Bourse de Montréal inc. (the “Bourse”) hereby proposes to amend the characteristics of interest
rate swaps acceptable for the execution of exchange for risk (“EFR”) transactions provided for
under the Procedures for the Execution and Reporting of Exchange for Physical (EFP),
Exchange for Risk (EFR) and Substitution of OTC Derivative Instruments for Futures Contracts
Transactions (the “Procedures”).

I.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

A.

Rationale

Under the Rules of the Bourse, EFR transactions involving futures contracts listed and traded on
the Bourse are permitted if such transactions are executed in accordance with the requirements
of article 6815 of the Rules of the Bourse and of the procedures established by the Bourse.
Subsection 6815(2) of the Rules of the Bourse provides that the risk component of an EFR
transaction must involve an over-the-counter (“OTC”) derivative instrument and/or swap
agreement that is related to and that has a reasonable price correlation with the underlying
interest of the futures contract being exchanged.
To hedge interest rate risk, approved participants of the Bourse (“AP”) and foreign approved
participants (“FAP”) may execute transactions involving the exchange of bond or short-term
interest rate futures contracts and interest rate swaps.
For purposes of such EFR transactions, Appendix 1 of the Procedures provides that interest rate
swaps must be reasonably correlated with the underlying interest of the futures contract being
exchanged with a correlation coefficient equal to 0.90 or greater.
The objective of this reasonable correlation requirement, as provided for in Appendix 1 of the
Procedures, is to ensure that the futures contract is a suitable instrument for hedging the OTC
derivative instrument transactions.
Since the Bourse introduced EFR trading facilities for AP and FAP, EFR transactions involving
the exchange of bond futures contracts and interest rate swaps have had correlation coefficients
consistently over 0.90. However, EFR transactions involving the exchange of short term interest
rate futures contracts and interest rate swaps have had correlation coefficients that did not attain
the threshold requirements set out in the Procedures.
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AP have submitted to the Bourse EFR transactions involving short term interest rate instruments
where the correlation coefficient was below 0.90, but where the futures contracts were
nonetheless suitable instruments for hedging the related swaps in terms of maturity and value.
A reasonable correlation requirement, as opposed to a 0.90 correlation coefficient requirement,
would better reflects the realities of the marketplace for an EFR transactions involving short term
interest rate futures contracts and interest rate swaps.
First, a 0.90 correlation coefficient is not attainable for these EFR transactions because of the
mismatch in maturities between the instruments involved. For example, EFR transactions
submitted to the Bourse have involved interest rate swaps with a one year maturity and short
term interest rate futures contracts with underlying instruments having maturities of three to six
months.
Second, the determination of whether an interest rate futures contract is a suitable instrument to
hedge a related interest rate swap should be based on various relevant factors (e.g. quantity,
value, expiry and maturity) and should take into account the dynamic nature of derivatives
markets.
Finally, the correlation calculated may not be precise since the prices reported daily or weekly on
OTC products, such as interest rate swaps, do not offer the same degree of precision as those
reported for the related bond futures contracts or short term interest rate futures. Unlike
exchange-traded futures contracts, where prices are transparent and available on an ongoing
basis, prices are not systematically reported for OTC instruments and may deviate from the
prevailing market price.
In the current marketplace, a specific coefficient correlation requirement, as presently provided
for, is too narrow to allow the Bourse to achieve the objective of ensuring that interest rate
futures contracts are suitable instruments to hedge related interest rate swaps.

B.

Benchmarking

The following table describes the criteria required by other derivative exchanges for the
acceptance of EFR transactions. This table demonstrates that the common industry practice is to
accept EFR transactions with more qualitative, rather than strictly quantitative, acceptance
criteria and requirements:

EXCHANGES

Australian Securities
Exchange (ASX)

90 Day Bank Bill
Futures

Chicago Mercantile
Exchange (CME)

Eurodollar Futures

NYSE Liffe

Three Month Euro
(EURIBOR) Interest
Rate Futures

PRODUCTS
10 Year Treasury Bond 10-Year U.S. Treasury
Contracts
Note Futures
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Long Gilt Futures

EFPs must contain a
physical component
where the commodities
or instrument is of a
similar value or
quantity to the futures
or options being traded
and be reasonably
correlated with the
futures or options
contract.

ACCEPTANCE
REQUIREMENTS

II.

Generally acceptable
related position
instruments include, but
are not limited to, the
following:
[…]

Interest Rate Contracts:
Fixed income instruments
Unless specified in the with risk characteristics
list below, the physical and maturities that parallel
component of the EFP the instrument underlying
the exchange contract are
transaction cannot be
acceptable. Such
an exchange traded
instruments include, but
futures or options
contract The following are not necessarily limited
to, money market
list provides a list of
instruments, Treasuries,
physical commodities
Agencies, investment
or instruments which
grade corporates, forward
Exchange Traded
Futures and options on rate agreements (FRAs),
mortgage instruments
futures contracts can
including collateralized
be exchanged.
mortgage obligations
(CMOs) and interest rate
Corporate bonds,
swaps and swaptions.
Forward Rate
Agreements, Interest
Swaps

The following
approaches to the
construction of
hedge ratios for
basis trades are
considered
acceptable:
[…]
(d) Standard plain
vanilla OTC swaps
against bond futures
contracts,
Swapnote® futures
contracts of one or
more delivery
month(s) of a short
term interest rate
futures contract: A
method which is
based upon the ratio
of the basis point
values of shifts in
the yield curve of
respectively the
relevant cash and
futures legs;

PROPOSED REGULATORY AMENDMENTS

The Bourse hereby proposes to amend Appendix 1 of the Procedures to remove the 0.90 or
greater correlation coefficient requirement for the execution of EFR transactions involving
interest rate swaps and maintain solely the reasonable correlation requirement for such
transactions.
In conjunction with this proposed amendment, the Bourse also proposes to amend Appendix 1 of
the Procedures to specify that the reasonable correlation must be between the interest rate
swaps and the underlying interest of the futures contract being exchanges as currently provided
in subsection 6815(2) of the Rules of the Bourse.

III.

OBJECTIVES AND CONSEQUENCES

The removal of the correlation coefficient requirement is proposed in order to allow the Bourse to
achieve the objective of ensuring that interest rate futures contracts are suitable instruments to
hedge related interest rate swaps for EFR transactions purposes by permitting flexibility to
consider the various specifications of each instrument.
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The specification of the reasonable correlation is proposed for clarity and consistency purposes.

IV.

PROCESS

The Proposed Amendment is submitted for approval to the Rules and Policies Committee of the
Bourse. Once approval has been obtained from the Committee, the proposed amendment,
including this analysis, will be submitted to the Autorité des marchés financiers in accordance
with the self-certification process and to the Ontario Securities Commission for information.
IV.

REFERENCES

ASX 24 Operating Rules Procedure, Procedure 4800 Subsection 2
http://www.asx.com.au/compliance/rules_guidance/asxl/asx_24_procedures.pdf
CME Group, EFP, EBF and EFR Trades
http://www.cmegroup.com/clearing/trading-practices/efp-ebf-efr-trades.html
NYSE Liffe Trading Procedures, Paragraph 4.2.6(d)
http://www.euronext.com/fic/000/046/951/469510.pdf
V.

ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Procedures for the Execution and Reporting of Exchange for Physical (EFP), Exchange for Risk
(EFR) and Substitution of OTC Derivative Instruments for Futures Contracts Transactions
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PROCEDURES FOR THE EXECUTION AND REPORTING OF EXCHANGE FOR PHYSICAL
(EFP), EXCHANGE FOR RISK (EFR) AND SUBSTITUTION OF OTC DERIVATIVE
INSTRUMENTS FOR FUTURES CONTRACTS TRANSACTIONS
The purpose of the following procedures is to explain as fully as possible: a) the requirements of
article 6815 of the Rules of Bourse de Montréal Inc. (the Bourse) relating to the execution of
transactions involving the exchange of futures contracts for a corresponding cash position
(Exchange for Physical (EFP)) and of transactions involving the exchange of futures contracts
for a corresponding over-the-counter derivative instrument (Exchange for Risk (EFR)); and b) of
article 6815A of the Rules of the Bourse relating to the execution of transactions involving the
substitution of an over-the-counter derivative instrument for futures contracts. Approved
participants must ensure that all of their employees who are involved in the execution of this
type of transactions are fully aware of these procedures. Any violation of the requirements set
forth in articles 6815 and 6815A of the Rules of the Bourse and in these procedures could result
in disciplinary action being taken by the Bourse.
Exchanges for Physicals (EFP)
An EFP is a transaction whereby two parties enter into an agreement in which one party
purchases a cash market position and simultaneously sells a corresponding futures contract
position and the other party sells the cash market position and simultaneously purchases the
corresponding futures contract position.
The Bourse permits EFP transactions on the following instruments:
Interest rate futures contracts
Futures contracts on S&P/TSX indices
Futures contracts on carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units (MCX)
Futures contracts on Canadian crude oil
Exchange for Risk (EFR)
An EFR is a transaction whereby two parties enter into an agreement in which one party
purchases an over-the-counter derivative instrument and simultaneously sells a corresponding
futures contract and the other party sells the over-the-counter derivative instrument and
simultaneously purchases the corresponding futures contract.
The Bourse permits EFR transactions on the following instruments:
Interest rate futures contracts
Futures contracts on S&P/TSX indices
Futures contracts on carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units (MCX)
Futures contracts on Canadian crude oil
Substitution of an OTC derivative instrument for futures contracts (Substitution)
A Substitution is a transaction whereby two parties enter into an agreement to substitute an
over-the-counter derivatives position for a corresponding futures contract position. The party
2010-06-180000.00.00
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who is the buyer of the over-the-counter derivative instrument substitutes this position and buys
the corresponding futures contract and the other party who is the seller of the over-the-counter
derivative instrument substitutes this position and sells the corresponding futures contract.
The Bourse currently permits Substitution transactions on futures contracts on carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2e) units.
Pricing the Cash component of an EFP or the Risk component of an EFR or of a
Substitution
The cash component of an EFP or the risk component of an EFR or of a Substitution is priced at
such level that is mutually agreed upon by the two parties to the transaction.
The futures contract leg of an EFP, an EFR or a Substitution must be priced at a fair and
reasonable level in light of factors such as, but not limited to, the size of such an EFP, EFR or
Substitution transaction, the currently traded prices and bid and ask prices in the same contract
at the relevant time, the volatility and liquidity of the relevant market and the general market
conditions prevailing at the time the EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction is executed.
The cash component of an EFP or the risk component of an EFR or of a Substitution
transaction must be the futures contract underlying interest, a by-product of this underlying
interest or a similar product that is reasonably correlated to the futures contract being
exchanged.
Also, the number of futures contracts exchanged must be approximately equivalent to the
quantity or value of the cash market position being exchanged in an EFP transaction or of the
risk component being exchanged in the case of an EFR or substituted in the case of a
Substitution. Approved participants that are parties to an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction
may be required to demonstrate such equivalency.
Acceptable EFP, EFR and Substitution Transactions
In order to have an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction accepted by the Bourse, the
transaction must satisfy the following conditions:
•

There must be separate but integrally related futures contracts and cash (in the case
of an EFP) or risk component (in the case of an EFR or Substitution) transactions.

•

The exchange or substitution transaction must be done between two separate
accounts that must satisfy at least one of the following criteria:
-

accounts have different beneficial ownership;
accounts have the same beneficial ownership but are under separate control; or
accounts are under a common control but involve separate legal entities which
may or may not have the same beneficial ownership.

If the parties to an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction involve the same legal
entity, same beneficial owner or separate legal entities under common control, the
approved participant (or the parties themselves) must be able to demonstrate that
the EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction is a legitimate arm’s length transaction.
•

The cash market instrument leg of the EFP or the risk component leg of an EFR
transaction must provide for a transfer of ownership of the cash market instrument of
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an EFP or of the over-the-counter derivative instrument of the EFR to the buyer of
this instrument and the delivery of this instrument must take place within a reasonable
period of time (in accordance with cash market or over-the-counter practice).
•

The relation between the prices of the futures contract and of the cash instrument leg
of the EFP or the risk component leg of the EFR or Substitution transaction and the
relevant prices in either market must be established.

•

If he does not have actual possession of the cash instrument, in the case of an EFP
transaction, or of the over-the-counter derivative instrument, in the case of an EFR
transaction, before the execution of the transaction, the seller of this cash instrument
or over-the-counter derivative instrument must be able to demonstrate his ability to
satisfy his delivery obligation.

•

The Bourse may request that approved participants involved in an EFP, EFR or a
Substitution transaction demonstrate that the related cash position and futures
position is reasonably correlated.

Acceptable Cash Components for the purpose of an EFP Transaction
In order to have an EFP transaction accepted by the Bourse, the cash component of the
transaction must satisfy the following conditions:
•

For interest rate futures contracts: fixed income instruments that have a
reasonable price correlation, maturities as well as risk characteristics that parallel the
instrument underlying the futures contract being exchanged. Such instruments
include, but are not necessarily limited to, money market instruments including asset
backed commercial paper, Government of Canada and Federal Crown Corporation
fixed income instruments, provincials fixed income instruments, investment grade
corporates including Maple Bonds and mortgage instruments including collateralized
mortgage obligations (CMOs). Fixed income instruments denominated in the currency
of a G7 member country that satisfy these conditions are also acceptable.

•

For futures contracts on S&P/TSX indices: stock baskets must be reasonably
correlated to the underlying index with a correlation coefficient (R) of 0.90 or more.
Furthermore, these stock baskets must represent a weight of at least 50% of the
underlying index or must include at least 50% of the securities of the underlying
index. The notional value of the basket must be fairly equal to the value of the futures
contract component of the exchange transaction. Exchange-traded funds (iShares™)
are also acceptable, provided they mirror the index futures contract against which the
EFP transaction is made.

•

For futures contracts on carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units: The eligible
Canadian CO2e units are regulated emitters’ credits, and / or offset credits

•

For futures contracts on Canadian crude oil:
−

For Canadian heavy crude oil: specific domestic crude oil streams with not less
than 2.5% nor more than 3.5% sulfur by weight, not less than 19° API gravity nor
more than 22° API gravity. Domestic crude oil streams include, but are not limited
to: Western Canadian Select, Western Canadian Blend, Lloyd Blend, Bow River,
Cold Lake Blend and Wabasca.
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Permissible Over-the-Counter Derivative Instruments for the purpose of an EFR
Transaction
A list of permissible over-the-counter derivative instruments for the purpose of effecting an EFR
transaction is included in Appendix I.
Permissible Over-the-Counter Derivative Instruments for the purpose of a Substitution
Transaction
•

For futures contracts on carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units: Over-thecounter derivative instruments on carbon dioxide equivalent units that are reasonably
correlated (with a correlation coefficient (R) of 0.80 or more) to the futures contract
being substituted.

As a guideline, the time period used to calculate the correlation coefficient must be based on
daily price data for a period of at least six (6) months or, if weekly price data are used, for a
period of at least one (1) year.
Reporting an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction to the Bourse
EFP, EFR and Substitution transactions must be reported to the Bourse’s Market Monitoring
Department for approval and subsequent input into the Montréal Automated System (SAM).
Approved participants for both the seller and buyer must complete and submit to the Market
Monitoring Department the EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting form prescribed by the Bourse.
This
form
is
available
on
the
Web
sites
of
the
Bourse
at
http://www.m-x.ca/efp_formulaire_en.php
and
at
http://www.mcex.ca/trading_transactionReportForm in the case of futures contracts on carbon
dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units. If the EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction is executed before
the closing of the trading session of the futures contract involved in the transaction, the
EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting form must be submitted immediately upon the execution of
the transaction. If the EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction is made after the closing of the
trading session, the EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting form must be submitted no later than
10:00 a.m. (Montréal time) on the next trading day.
If the EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting form is not accurately filled out with all the relevant
information required by the Market Monitoring Department of the Bourse, the transaction will not
be approved neither recorded in SAM and the approved participant will have to resubmit a new
EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting form correctly completed.
Once correctly completed EFP / EFR / Substitution reporting forms have been received, the
Market Monitoring Department will validate the transaction. The Bourse has the discretion to
refuse an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction if it deems that it is not in compliance with the
requirements, as the case may be, of articles 6815 or 6815A of the Rules of the Bourse or of
these procedures. In case of refusal, the Market Monitoring Department will ensure that the
approved participant(s) involved in the EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction are promptly
informed of such refusal and of the reasons for it.
Once an EFP, an EFR or Substitution transaction has been validated and has been entered into
SAM by the Market Monitoring Department, the following information with respect to this
transaction will be disseminated by the Bourse on its Web sites at
http://www.m-x.ca/dailycrosses_en.php or at http://www.mcex.ca/trading_transactionReport in
the case of case of futures contracts on carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) units:
2010-06-180000.00.00
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•
•
•
•
•

Date and time of transaction
product description (code);
Contract month(s);
Volume of the transaction; and
Transaction price

Trade validation and market dissemination by the Bourse of an EFP, EFR or Substitution
transaction will not preclude the Bourse from initiating any investigation and, as the case may
be, disciplinary procedures in the event that the transaction is subsequently found to have been
made other than in accordance with the requirements of articles 6815 and 6815A of the Rules of
the Bourse or of these procedures.
Audit Trail Requirements for EFP, EFR and Substitution Transactions
Approved participants who enter into an EFP, EFR or Substitution transaction must maintain all
documents relevant to the futures contracts and corresponding cash market or over-the-counter
derivative instruments transactions and must be able to promptly provide copies of such
documents to the Regulatory Division of the Bourse upon request. Documents that may be
requested include, but are not limited to, the following:
-

-

Futures contracts order tickets;
Futures contracts account statements;
Documentation customarily generated in accordance with the cash market, over-thecounter or other relevant market practices such as cash account statements, trade
confirmation statements, ISDA® Master Agreements or other documents of title;
Third party documentation to support proof of payment or allowing to verify that the
ownership title of the related cash market position or, as the case may be, of the related
over-the-counter derivative instrument position was transferred from the seller to the
buyer. This may include, but is not limited to canceled checks, bank statements; cash
account statements and cash instruments clearing corporation documents (e.g.: CDS
Depository and Clearing Services Inc.).

All futures contracts order tickets must clearly indicate the time of execution of the EFP, EFR or
Substitution transactions.
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APPENDIX 1
Exchange for Risk: List of permissible OTC derivative instruments
Bond
Futures
Contracts

Short-Term
Interest
Rate
Futures
Contracts

√

√

Vanilla Interest Rate Swaps
Equity and Index Swaps
Commodities Swaps or Forwards
Forward Rate Agreements - FRAs
OTC Options and Options Strategies

Stock
Index
Futures/
Single
Stock
Futures

Commodities
Futures

√
√
√

√
√

√

The following outlines the characteristics of OTC derivative instruments that would be
acceptable for EFR transaction purposes.
Swaps:
Interest rate
¾

standard plain vanilla OTC swap;

¾

written under the terms of an ISDA® Master Agreement;

¾

providing for regular fixed rate payments against regular floating rate payments;

¾

All swap payments must be denominated in the currency of a G7 member country;

¾

The OTC interest rate swap must be reasonably correlated with an R = 0.90 or greater
so that the futures contract is a suitable instrument for hedging the OTC derivative
instrument transactions. As a guideline, the time period used to calculate the correlation
must be based on daily price data for a period of at least six (6) months or, if weekly
price data are used, for a period of at least one (1) year.

Equities and indices
¾

standard plain vanilla OTC swap;

¾

written under the terms of an ISDA® Master Agreement;

¾

providing for regular fixed rate payments or regular floating rate payments against the
positive or negative performance of a basket of securities or a stock index;

¾

All swap payments must be denominated in the currency of a G7 member country;

¾

The OTC equity or index swap must be reasonably correlated with an R = 0.90 or
greater so that the futures contract is a suitable instrument for hedging the OTC
derivative instrument transaction. As a guideline, the time period used to calculate the
correlation must be based on daily price data for a period of at least six (6) months or, if
weekly price data are used, for a period of at least one (1) year.

Swaps or Forwards on Commodities:
¾
¾

written under the terms of an ISDA® Master Agreement;
The OTC commodities swap or forward must be reasonably correlated with an R = 0.80
or greater so that the futures contract is a suitable instrument for hedging the OTC
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derivative instrument transaction. As a guideline, the time period used to calculate the
correlation must be based on daily price data for a period of at least six (6) months or, if
weekly price data are used, for a period of at least one (1) year.
Forward Rate Agreements (FRAs):
¾

conventional FRA;

¾

written under the terms of an ISDA® Master Agreement;

¾

predetermined interest rate;

¾

agreed start/end date;

¾

have a defined interest (repo) rate.

OTC Options and OTC Option Strategies:
¾

Any individual or combination of OTC equity or stock index option positions can form the
risk transaction component of an EFR transaction against any of the Bourse’s stock
index or single stock futures contracts.

¾

Any individual or combination of OTC bond, interest rate swap or FRA options (e.g.
caps, floors, collars) can form the risk component of an EFR transaction against any of
the Bourse’s interest rate futures contracts

Stock baskets used in an EFR transaction must have the following characteristics:
¾

be reasonably correlated to the index underlying the futures contract with an R = 0.90 or
greater and the time period used to calculate the correlation must be based on daily
price data for a period of at least six (6) months or, if weekly price data is used, for a
period of at least one (1) year;

¾

represent at least 50% of the weight of the index underlying the futures contract or
include at least 50% of the stocks comprised in the index underlying the futures contract;

¾

have a notional value equivalent to the value of the futures contract component of the
EFR transaction;

¾

exchange-traded funds (ETFs) are acceptable provided that they mirror stock index
products traded on the Bourse.
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